
November 12, 2012 
Rearranging the Deck Chairs on the Titanic   
 
All this “Bad Publicity” the Tribal Council keeps complaining about, as if the “Bad 
Publicity” was the problem, rather than the children being abused while Tribal 
Social Services dances all around the problem.  
 
If the problem is “Bad Publicity”, that makes the Tribe a victim of bad journalists, 
and bad News Media in general… The real victims are the children and the 
families that are suffering through the corruption. Bad Publicity is a result of 
people speaking out, reporting, and bringing eyes in to see for themselves. 
 
What is bizarre about all of this is how what I am reading in Fargo Forum seems 
to go along with the story that the Tribe is ʻmaking progressʼ and the BIA, having 
brought in all of these Social Workers, and responding to all these calls (over 100 
incidents between October 1st and now), is somehow making the children ʻsafeʼ 
out there.  
 
How can anyone declare, state, imply, pretend that the children are safe? We 
know for a fact that children are placed with Registered Sex Offenders. Those 
sex offenders have never been arrested for this, and those children have not 
been rescued. How are they measuring ʻsuccessʼ or ʻprogressʼ?  
 
Whatʼs really weird is how they do math. Over 100 calls, but only 90 children 
currently in the program. Betty Jo Krenz, when she was there, had 126 children 
in her case load, and it was growing daily. So, where did 36 children suddenly go 
when they fell off those rolls? Thirty-six children is a lot of children to suddenly go 
missing from accountability.  
 
But they want us to think everything is “Progressing”. I wonder how much of this 
“Progress” the victims of the Sandusky rapes had to put up with and for how 
many years, and by how many agencies, before he was arrested. And Sandusky 
was only one that they were looking at. On the rez, there is one house with three 
registered sex offenders who have at least three children in their hands. No one 
seems to ask about them, ever.  
 
I wonder if Pat Springer, when he wrote that article, actually went out to the rez 
and saw for himself, or if he just took dictation, reporting without questioning, as 
the Forum has so often done lately, whatever is fed to them by whomever they 
are talking to. Then again, can a reporter actually ask anything and still get 
access? You tell me: Does his story sound like he took it over the phone? Or like 
he was out there and saw what was going on?  
 
The Tribe is feeling the heat, only because we are watching. They are throwing 
puff pastry at us, thinking we will eat that junk and think weʼve gotten to the meat 
of the issues. The questions remain: What has happened to at least 36 of those 
children who are no longer on the rolls; why have no sex offenders been 
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arrested? And how is any of this ʻgreat progressʼ in any way, making the children 
safer? I mean, isnʼt that what the “Bad Publicity” is about in the first place? Is Bad 
Publicity the problem? Or is it the outrage over children, even after all these 
months, all these mandated reports, being left as the playthings for child 
molesters the real problem? There should be a sense of urgency here, and it 
should have been, long ago, directed at getting those children out of danger, not 
in covering the asses of those who put them in danger, rearranging the filing 
system, and complaining about Bad Publicity as the problem.  
 
They still canʼt point to one child being rescued. Not one Sex Offender has been 
arrested. But wow, those deck chairs, in that arrangement.. NICE!  
 
As a footnote to how serious Tim Purdonʼs office takes crime on the rez: The 
Devilʼs Lake Journal proudly reports:  
 

“Brandt Richard Yankton, a/k/a Brandt Richard Jetty of Fort Totten, N.D., 
pleaded guilty on Aug. 27 to a charge of assault on a federal officer resulting 
in bodily injury. Yankton, 24, pleaded guilty to biting the right forearm of 
Bureau of Indian Affairs Chief of Police, Raymond Cavanaugh, while Chief 
Cavanaugh was arresting Yankton for a traffic violation. The incident occurred 
in April of 2012 on the Spirit Lake Indian Reservation. The charge of assault 
on a federal officer resulting in bodily injury carries a statutory maximum 
penalty of 20 years imprisonment. Sentencing for Yankton has been 
scheduled for Nov. 15.” 

 
Wow, bite a cop, especially one known for brutality, and you will be dealt with 
swiftly! Rape a child? Not so much. Why is that? Is it because, as a BIA Cop, 
Ray Cavenaugh reported this ʻcrimeʼ? He doesnʼt report Child Rapes, or any 
rapes for that matter. I guess if he was the one being raped, he might report it.  
So far, Tim Purdon has not seen anything out of order that needs his attention on 
the rez. 
 
When We Are Watching 
 
Sam Merrick went to jail. Samʼs not a favorite of mine. Heʼs been such a good 
little soldier for the Turdclan all these years. They have so many good soldiers 
like Sam. Give him directions, tell him what to do, and he does it, goes along with 
it. Did he think the Turds were his friends? Allies? Or was he just too weak to 
stand up to them? Itʼs a story you can find just about around every turn on the 
rez. The corrupt get what they want with a lot of help from willing or weak 
ʻhelpersʼ.  
 
But Sam has a problem. Sam has a conscience. Sam also has relatives who are 
suffering under the abuse in this corruption. He has tried to stand up for family 
members who are being beaten and abused. He has seen the Victimsʼ reports 
thrown in the trash and ignored. The victims then are harassed or even battered 
some more, just to ʻteach them a lessonʼ about complaining.  
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When he demanded that one Victimʼs Advocate actually file the reports she was 
given, (she has her eye on Bentley when he is done with Monique. Wow, Bent! 
Really lining them up in your old age, you fat drunken wife beater you!), Sam 
found that the Victimʼs Advocate (who protects the abusers, not the victims, so 
right there you have a problem, donʼt you, Tribal Social Services taken over by 
BIA Strike Team, Specialists, blah, blah, blah,) had filed a restraining order 
against him and that he was not ʻlegallyʼ allowed to report her to anyone.  
 
When Sam made his complaint about her to Tribal Council, he was arrested and 
hauled off to jail. Yes, you can be arrested for complaining about someone who is 
not doing their job. Iʼm sure Tim Purdon seeʼs nothing wrong with these arrests, 
either. Itʼs like having the Godfather running the place. Making up “Laws” to 
intimidate, threaten, harass, and jail anyone that gets in the gangʼs way.  
 
So, there was Sam, sitting in jail, finding out who he really was in this world. He 
had refused offers of bail, and was willing, at long last in his greatly flawed and 
imperfect life, to stand up, speak up, and not be shut up.  
 
Sam has started to find something in himself that is worth it: Family, children. 
Sam is starting to find the Good in himself. Sitting in jail, as the thugs who used 
to be his friends, now fear him. They fear him because he is standing up. Nothing 
more. It is a sign of their grip on the rez, slipping away.  
 
If something can spark a fire in Sam, it can happen to anyone. It is not just the 
Good People in Spirit Lake that are fighting this fight – but it is the GOOD IN 
PEOPLE that is waking up.  
 
No one is perfect. This was never going to be a battle fought with an army of 
people who had never done anything wrong, or bad, or shameful. There are few 
or none of those types out there, nor anywhere for that matter. We are all a 
collection of every mistake we have ever made and what we learned about 
ourselves from all of it.  
 
The strength comes not from perfection, but from facing who we are, what we 
have been through and were that we can do to change how things are now. 
There is good in everyone. When it wakes up in you, you realize how strong you 
really are; not because you are not afraid, but because your fear canʼt stop you 
from doing what you know is right and needs to be done. It is a powerful 
awareness… and it comes to each of us in the times when we least expect it. 
 
There was Sam, sitting in jail, waiting for one of Judge Cainʼs unintelligible rulings 
to come down on him when he was marched into court for ʻviolatingʼ the 
ʻrestraining orderʼ by reporting a woman who had placed others in danger by not 
doing her job.  
 
… And there was someone else in court. A reporter. I am told they were from 
WDAZ. Suddenly, Sam wasnʼt the person on trial, the corruption was. Just a little 
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corner of it, but it was being looked at from the outside, like a ginormous eyeball with 
all of us behind it.  
 
The case against Sam was dismissed. No discussion, nothing. Anything they said 
would surely have been held against them. Further, it would give record to Samʼs 
complaint.  
 
That would all fly in the face of this PR Tourism the Tribe is running where they 
dance around, look important and serious-face-Indian and tell us that “Progress” is 
being made. Itʼs just invisible if you were expecting it to make the children safer.  
 
Itʼs the story they want you to hear, as they arrange deck chairs on the stinking ship 
of corruption. “Donʼt mind the smell, watch your step, we have a lovely view of the 
ice fields from the Starboard rails… hang on tight.” 
 
Yes, it is embarrassing for the Tribal Council as they resort hop their way across the 
land, and people want to know if they are from that tribe where those children were 
murdered and where children are given to Sex Offenders, and where the BIA claims 
progress, but where nothing has changed…  
 
But something is changing. Itʼs not in the TSS which is a joke with a capital BIA. Nor 
is it Tim Purdonʼs office where he can point to a man being arrested for biting a BIA 
Officer who himself has beaten up his wife & kids, and who often beats prisoners for 
sport… he can point to that guy being arrested for biting that cop. Bet there will be a 
really heavy sentence. We are taking all of this seriously, right?  
 
But no, that is not where the change is forming. Itʼs in the Good Soldiers who just 
went along to get along. Itʼs the heartbeat getting stronger in people who thought 
they were too weak to ever stand up against people they feared. Itʼs in the spirit of 
the people of Spirit Lake who have, good or bad, had enough, and whatever they did 
or were in the past, they are walking away from that and becoming someone who 
cares about what is right and who can no longer stand the screams of children being 
pawed over like raw meat by people who roam the rez, protected by thugs disguised 
as Government.  
 
If itʼs happening in Sam Merrick, itʼs happening in others. Can you imagine how that 
terrifies the Turdclan? Their friends in high places who have counted on the silence 
and cooperation for decades?  
 
One Reporter sitting there, in that courtroom, witnessing was enough to turn that 
whole day around and send the bullies running for cover.  
 
Imagine if more reporters showed up? Real ones. Imagine.  
 
You know where to find me.  
 
 
~Cat 


